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(ZI HE Author of the following Dif- 
RI courſe for ſeveral Reaſons, is ex- 
tremely averſe to make this public 
Appearance at this Time. One 
from his Fears, that his Credit as a 
Preacher, will rather Fall than Riſe 
by it ; where a Man has made a Fortune by Scra- 
ping and Induſtry, he rarely chuſes, to venture it at 
Play; Periculoſæ plenum opus alee. Beſides, it is in 
his own Opinion, one of the loweſt of his own little 
Performances, with no Marks of Taſte, Erudition, 
or even Induſtry ; and not being at Liberty to change 
it's Dreſs, to embelliſh and ſet it off, ſo as to fit it for 
the Company it is to appear in, complains fadly of 
the Neceſſity laid upon him by the miſtaken Appre- 
henſions of others. 
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iv = Preface to the Reader; 


A (IL) Is, that as Times go, he ſees Reaſon to ap- 
rehend, that nothing of this Kind will bear its own 
. and in a Seaſon like the preſent, when the 
Demands of the Indigent, are greater than the Su- 
perfluities of his Stock will anſwer, had no Mind to 
draw upon him an unneceſſary Expence : A Time 
was, even in his Memory, when a different Taſte 
prevailed,” things ot this Sort were received with Re- 
liſh, and eagerly ſought; but that Time is gone, 
with little Probability of returning ſoon : However, 
as the Particularity of the Occaſion may excite ſome 
Curioſity, where-ever that Curioſity may operate, 
he hath provided, that it may be gratified at the 


loweſt poſſible Expence. 


A (III.) Ariſes from the Apprehenſion, that of 
the few who do read, few are competent Judges of 


the Queſtion before them. For why ? the Queſtion 


is to determine of the Author's Orthodoxy, and yet 
before Deciſion can be made, the previous Queſ- 
tion, he imagines, muſt firſt be decided ; by what 
Rule he is to be tried. | 


The Reaſon of this ſome of his Readers may po. 


ſibly be at a Loſs to comprehend, and ſuch he is 
obliged to inform, that about half a Century ago, 
a Controverſy aroſe about the Reſurrection of the 


fame Body; wherein John Locke, Eſq; was Appel- 


lant, and Dr. Sllingfleer, Biſhop of Worceſter was 


Defendant, occaſioned by a Paraphraſe and Com- 


_—_y of the Former's, on one of St. Paul's Epiſ- 
tles. 


In the Conduct of this Controverſy, they are to be 
told, that the Learned were much divided, Multi - 


tudes took to each Side, the greater Number he be- 


lieves to the Biſhop's, and the Clergy particularly 
| | TT ſeemed 
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doxy ſeems to have been ſettled, before that Appeal 


der will preſently ſee he has no Reaſon, he only fears 


if he js a Stranger to the mentioned Controverſy, 


Into Logic and Metaphyſics, it ended at laſt, as moſt 


Preface to the Reader. v 


ſeemed generally to agree, that what the Biſhop 
maintained was the Doctrine of the Catholic Church, 


as explained by the Fathers, and ſet forth 
Articles and Creeds. * in our 


From this Era, they are farther to obſerve, that 
in the Matter before them, a new Standard of Ortho- 


was to the Scriptures; ever ſince, the Iſſue to be 
tried was, and now 1s, whether the Author in what 
he has advanced, ſides with the Biſhop or the Philo- 
ſopher. 


Some may poſſibly complain of this as a Hardſhip, 
for ſome there ſtill be, who have a mighty Regard for 


the Scriptures ; of this old faſhioned Caſt the Au- 
thor is pne, yet makes no Complaint, and the Rea- 


that by the Choice of this new Umpire, the Reader, 


has never read it nor heard of it, will be a little puz- 
led when he comes to judge. 


r SACRAL AD . 
* 8 rr = r 1 » Bn rs rs We en erty RE : ; 
. IG 2 2 — N - — 
1 m — a ” ne — 2 — — — — 9 — -— — — 
— . * — 1 3 bo — 8 * 1 = — — : = — . : CT ee” TENT "x 2 — 6 — — a — = 
Sig <> ww TEL? 5 — F — = = Te - : = : * 3 | — = | : — | | | 
* _— —_— = G | _ = _— - = — — — ä 0 2 l — 9 a 
" . —— — r V 7 os " 9 = 
„ FF __ oO KY - —_— um =_ = yl - od — 2 _ 
b — | — r 
5 - ——ç— — > as 2 l _— _ 
I . om . — A — | 
o 


nx” 7 RNAI 
— 2 
Rr — — Wy 
_—_ 2 a 
— — — ———— 


1 * _— _ 
= 5 I ?[—² 2 
— — OE 


Pandere res, alta Sylva, & caligine merſas, the 
Author willingly contributes to give them all the 
Help he can, and offers a Clue to lead them, thro' 
the Windings of this dark and intricate Labyrinth: 
He tells them, that about twenty Years ago, he had 
attentively read over this Controverſy ; ſince which 
time he hath hardly once troubled his Thoughts about 
it; tho' his Judgment of it at the Time, he very 
well remembers. It began he thinks in fair Criti- 
ciſm, and upon that Footing, might have been fairly 
decided; but in the Progreſs, dwindling by degrees 


Controverſies about Miſteries have, in a mere LoGo- 
MACHY : The Philoſopher (he was then of Opinion) 


expert and able as he was, by his as expert _ able 
nta- 


2 3 
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vi Preface to the Reader. 

Antagoniſt, was puſhed into ſome very odd and un- 
accountable Abſurdiges; and on the other hand, 
the good Biſhop, plunging himſelf too highly in the 


Advantage of allowed Orthodoxy, and greater Per- 


ſons on his Side, puſhed his Advantage too far, and 


| bore too hard upon the Philoſopher, charging him 


with Hereſy and ill Meaning, where he certainly diſ- 
avowed it, and probably did not ' intend it: How- 


ever, ſoit happened, that the great Principal and im- 


portant Truth, eſcaped in the Fray, without being 
wounded or hurt, and the Combatants when they 


were tired with beating the Air, might have fat down 


and ſhaked Hands, had not ſome unlucky hot Spi- 
rits appeared as Seconds, and taken the Field ; by 
whom the poor Philoſopher and his Partiſans, have 
ſince been delivered over to Satan, and allowed no 


Place in the Reſurrection, upon the Preſumption 


that there might be a joyful Reſurrection without them.“ 


In Sum, that the Reader may not want Light to di- 


rect him, he candidly confeſſes, that neither then or 


ſince, could he ever bring himſelf in all Things to 


agree intirely with either; and if in this Diſcourſe, 


any uncommonly ſagacious and penetrating Eye, 


ſhould ſuſpect, find out, or accuſe him of trimming 


too nicely between them, without declaring explicit- 


ly for either, he beſeeches them in Kindneſs, or of 
pure Chriſtian Charity, if from no other Principle, 


to conſider, that a contrary Procedure had been incon- 


ſiſtent with the true and real Deſign of that Diſ- 
courſe : Which, Sans Raillerie, was none other 
than what he hath there openly and honeſtly ſet 
forth. 


In 


* For this charitable Cenſure, the Reader may ſee a Sermon 
preached before the Univerſity of Oxford, by Winch, Holdſevorth, 
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In Points where Scripture is ſilent, or even of 
doubtful Interpretation, he is rivetted in the Opinion, 
that the leſs they are meddled with, the better, and 

in Conſequence of that Opinion, piques himſelf up- 
on having always avoided them: Some Right Re- 
verend Prelates there are in this Town, to whoſe 
Judgment, he pays a willing Deference, who have 
had the Fortune frequently to hear him, and to them 
he appeals, Whether they have ever heard any thing 
to object upon this Score. In ſhort, ſo little ſenſible 
is he of having given Occaſion for ſuch Cenſures, that 
with Difficulty he has brought himſelf to give it a 
ſerious hearing. And in his Account, it muſt be an 
odd Courſe of Study, or a much odder turn of Un- 
derſtanding, that can lead to the Diſcovery of any 
Hereſy, or ill Meaning in this Diſcourſe; to ſome 
latent, to him, yet inconcewable Prejudice, the 
Charge he conceives muſt be imputed, what, poſ- 
ſibly Time may diſcover ; but ſince he is upon this 
Topic : ' Once for all, he begs leave to make this 

| ſolemn and full Declaration of his general Senti- 
ments in all ſuch Matters, 


SCRIPTURE he inſiſts, is the Rule of Orthodoxy 
to all Churches, but the Members of particular 
Churches, with .this for - its Foundation ; have an- 
other, viz. the eſtabliſhed Dofrines and Forms. As a 
Miniſter of the eſtabliſhed Church of Ireland, he 
thinks he is tied down, even if he ſhould happen to 
diſapprove, not to diſpute or bring into Controverſy, 
leaſt of all from the Pulpit, any of them; he knows he 
is hired, and paid for the contrary, to maintain them, 
when regularly called, or conſcientiouſly fummon- 
ed ; if in his Reſearches, a contrary Judgment ſhould 
force itſelf upon him, he is content in Biſhop T ay- 
lor's Phraſe, with the Liberty of propheſying private- 
ly, without attempting to diſturb the Churches 

| Peace, 


viii Preface to the Reader. 
Peace, or to raiſe Doubts and Scruples in weak 
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Minds, feldom eafily, never clearly got over, by 
ſuch Inquiries as the Majority are either able or wil- 
ling to make. Of this his Temper, Judgment, and 
Reſolution, he preſumes, he had given the Public a 


ſufficient Teſtimony and Pledge not long ago, in 


Letters addreſſed to his Grace the Lord Primate, in 
Defence of St. Paul, from the Objections of Lord 
Bolinbroke. * In this Judgment he ſtill 1s, and more 
he thinks cannot be required of him ; for virtute re- 
licta invidiam placare, he never can nor will conſent 
tO. | | | 


He is very well aware, that there is a dangerous 
(in time it may be a peſtilent) Sect growing up a- 
mong us, ſome of whom (for he thinks he can trace 
a Scheme from ſome of them, to exclude him the 


Pulpits in this Town) may have helped by their good 
Offices to faſten this Charge upon him ; who go far- 


ther in the Matter than he can perſuade himſelf to 
bear them Company: The fondeſt in the World of 
dealing in Myſtery, and in a Method of Argumenta- 
tion, that will at any time prove, quidlibet ex quott- 
bel, without allowing any one the Liberty of exami- 
ning their Proofs. In this reſpect true and truſty 
Pythagoreans, the ipſe dixit of their Maſter 7. H. is 
Warrant enough to -bear them out, who think 
Chriſtians ſufficiently inſtructed 1f they can be ſure 
of their Baptiſm, and intituled to Heaven by the 
mere Merit of being born Members of an Epiſcopal 
Church, i. e. of the Seed of Abraham, conſiſtently with 
their firſt fixed Principle, that the Old Teſtament is 
the only Rule of Faith, (and the New written in a 
Language in which the Myſteries of their Faith could 
not be expreſſed, Which the Apoſtles and firſt Prea- 


chers of Chriſtianity, even with the Gift of Tongues, 


See Letter 5. ad finem, 
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Preface to the: Reader® ix 
for want of underſtanding the Hebrew were obliged 


to uſe, is of no Uſe at all) and ſo for every thing elſe 
to depend implicitly upon their Teachers. 


Now in Contradiction, open and avowed Oppoſition 
to theſe, he owns he has ſometimes ventured, to aſſert 
the common Privileges of Chriſtianity; and though 
the Diſciples of this moſt uncharitable, ill- natured, 
and hot-headed Zealot, ſhould ever fo often piteouſſy 
bewail the Misfortune of our Church in breaking off 

from the Communion of Rome : (the helpleſs, hope- 
leſs Eſtate ſhe is reduced to, of having it out of her 
Power to be reconciled, for having written Myſtery 
over the triple Crown, and concluding him that wears 
zt to be the Man of Sin, as well as from the miſera- 
ble Exchange made at the Retormation, by taking 


the Interpretation of Scripture out of the Hands of 


the Catholic Church, and putting 1t into the Hands 
of antichriſtian Laymen, thoſe reformed Hypocrites 
who are perpetually declaiming againſt the Inquiſi- 
tion, Sc.) he has the Conſcience and Courage to de- 
clare, that among the different Sorts of Hereſy in 
the World, there is none he is ſo much afraid of as 
Popery, its indomptible Spirit teeming with Miſchief : 
And when he ſees it under the Diſguiſe of ' Piety, 
working its way, and in Conjunction with Jacobitiſin, 
ſtriking at the very Foundation of our common 
Chriſtianity, and our excellent Conſtitution, he 
thinks himſelf not only acquitted, but juſtified, for 
what ſlight Eſſays he has made in this way; and 
when he hath perceived in one Inſtance the Poiſon 
of this Hereſy, under a raw and crude Indigeſtion, 
held out in a Pacquet fron: the Pulpit, at others, 
artfully and gently inſinuated, gilded and ſet off with 
an agreeable Manner and ſtriking Elocution, it came 
into his Thoughts, that thither the Weight of a 


Church Cenſure, inſtead of being aimed at his inno- 
cent 


** 
— - — —— — —__ —— 
* — — —ů— —— . ᷑ — on 
2 "y 


1 . — OO OO ITS ys rr 
ore E Nn RDR Eo er Ee Ion 
i 5 a6, £ - 


- r 


— — — — 


X Preface to the Reader. 
cent Head, had been more ſeaſonably and judicious 
ly directed. 


To return from this Digreſſion, if ſuch it will be 


thought, The Author may now, even in the Senſe of 


the ſubtle and plauſible Dr. Pazten, * plead that he is 
groe; D e,? in his own, bids fair for a rational 
Defence, and the only Difficulty now in his way ri- 
ſes, he apprehends, from the Character of his late 
Accuſer; a Gentleman and a Scholar, of Note in his 
Profeſſion, accuſtomed to hear and probably hearing 
-well, can neither be ſuppoſed not to know theils 
Things, or to have miſtaken the Author's Senſe. 


The Author willingly admits it in Part, as far as 
the Gentleman's Character is concerned; and hence 
only was or could be induced to ſend out a Piece ſo 


unfiniſhed and imperfect. The fame Cenſure from 


a hundred others, as in a former Inſtance, he would 
have laughed at, or deſpiſed: From the Circum- 
ſtances now mentioned, the Thing only became 
ferious; but ne fit veritate potentior opinio, In bar 
therefore to what is alledged, if he is not yet fully 
acquitted, the Public owes him this Token of 
Candour, to ſuſpend their Opinion, till the Gentle- 
man pleaſes to favour them with the Reaſons of his 
Procedure : He has been thrice called upon for them, 
he promiſes to give them, but as yet hath not had 
Leiſure, from the Hurry of Buſineſs, to take it into 
Confideration to give a proper Anſwer ; whence with- 
out Injury to him, or Suſpicion of Prejudice againſt 
him, we reaſonably infer, that ſomething in the 


Matter ſticks with him, and puzzles him; that ei- 


ther the Point is not fo clear as he probably at firſt 
imagined, or may be 1s not perfectly ſatisfied with 


* See his Sermon, printed by agen, upon 1 Pet. ili. 15. 
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Preface to the Reader, xi 


his own Reaſons and Motives, for laying the Accu- 
ſation: How it is, the Author pretends not to ſay; 
at preſent he is ſo favourably diſpoſed, that he will 
not allow himſelf even to gueſs; he wiſhes to reco- 
ver his Eſteem and to ſtand well with him; no old 


Pique ſhall mar it on his Side: But till this is cleared 
up, he hath ſo far a Right to demur, to plead that 


the Gentleman might have been miſtaken; and in 
the mean time begs Leave to make farther Trial of 
the Reader's Patience in the following dry and inſi- 
pid Narrative, without any Sallie d' Efprit, or any 
thing to amuſe him, except he be already intereſted 
in Defence of the Parties, of Culprit or his Accu- 


fer. 
After lying ſeveral Years neglected among old Pa- 


pers, the ſaid ſhabby Diſcourſe, as the Title Page 


tells you, unfortunately was brought out and delive- 
red on Eaſter-day 1755; ſome Days after, by ſome 
obſcure, odd, inconſiderable (the Author was 
told who, but thinks it below him to remember) a 
puffing Advertiſement was ſeen in a paltry News- 


paper, which it ſeems had the Effect of putting ſome, 


who otherwiſe had never thought of it, upon recol- 
lecting what there was in it offenſive ; for ſo it is, 
that a readineſs to carp, in vulgarAcceptation, implies 
Sagacity, and the Fear of being reputed leſs apprehen- 
five than their Neighbours, ſet them upon ſtriving 
who ſhall be forwardeſt : To ſhew how this diſcern- 
ing Faculty is quickened by a Diſpoſition to Slan- 
der, to detect ſome myſterious Cabballa under any in- 
nocent Expreſſion, the following little Anecdote will 
ſerve. BRZ A in his Commentary on John vuith. had 
intimated a Suſpicion, that the Paſlage of the Woman 
taken in Aduttery was interpolated ;. hence Scioppius, 
a very learned contemporary Zealot, would needs 
have it, that Beza was conſcious of his own Inconti- 


nence, Quid ſolus ipſe cum candida ſua ſola agere con- 
B 2 ſucvit; 
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P reface to the Reader. 


ſuevit ; becauſe in the Text it is ſaid, that her Accu- 


ſers abaſhed ſlunk off, and left Jeſus and her alone 
in the midſt. * And to prove the Application not 
impertinent, with a ſerious Air, in Tone and Stile 
of Brotherly Love, the Author was then told, that 
in thoſe few but pathetic Words, p. 27. I am FOREBID, 


the microſcopic Intellect of ſome pious Souls had diſ- 


covered very dangerous Not ions, which he was afraid 
to ſpeak out; when the Author, with none other 
Emotion than by a Smile of Pity, parted with his 
Friend; but now at length, leſt it ſhould ſtill be a/- 
ta mente repoſtum, and rankling to his Prejudice, in 
Teſtimony of a generous Compaſſion, aſſures them, 
appealing to the Senſe, as it lies before them, that 

in thoſe Words he had none other Meaning, direct or 
indirect, but to expreſs his own ſubmiſſive Venera- 


tion and awful Reſpect to the Authority of God's 
Word. es 


Others, though incompetent Judges by their own 
Confeſſion of the controverſial Part, but unwilling to 
be behind their Neighbours, ftartled, or were aſto- 
niſned, at an Aſſertion, p. 38. admitting in plain 
Terms, That ſuch as are happieſt in this Life, have 
beſt Chance for being happy in another , which, in their 
Account, was giving Vice the Preference of Virtue : 
For with Eyes dazzled with Glare, or tinctured with 
ſome Jaundice of the Heart, they had laid their Account 
that the Wicked were oftener more happy, i. e. more 
proſperous and abounding, than the Righteous. To 
this alſo he only replied with a Smile of Contempt, 
but now compaſhonately begs, if they can but read, 
that they may take the Benefit of a ſecond Thought, 
and here in the Volume as it lies before them ſatisfy 
themſelves, how entirely groundleſs their Surmiſe 


* Sce Bajl: Dict. Art. Bembus: 


was, 
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was. If they diſlike the Doctrine, he recommends 
to them, the firſt Volume of The Chriſtian Life, by 


Dr. Scott, an Author well reputed both for Piety and 
Orthodoxy. 


Thus the Thing went on with a careleſs Neglect 
on his Part, till he was told, that theſe doleful Ac- 
counts had reached the Archbiſhop's Ears; when in 
Teſtimony of Reſpect he waited upon his Grace, 
ſubmitted his Notes to his Inſpection, and in Return 
had the Pleaſure of this Teſtimony, That he ſaw no- 
thing in it to diſapprove, that the Cenſure he believed 
was the Effect of Party Prejudice, and thence friendly 
warning him in ſuch Matters to be upon his Guard. 
Thus ſatisfied, regardleſs he went on of others Cen- 
ſures. The Detractors had ſpent their Venom, it 
died away, and ſeemed to be forgotten, till the Re- 

turn of the ſame Feſtival in this ſame Year 1757, 
when the Gentleman already referred to had the 
Misfortune to be his Hearer; and ſoon after, in 
Terms as diſagreeable as unexpected, expreſſed a 
Diſlike : The Thing quickly reached his Ear, and 
he owns made ſome Impreſſion ; but, with a Heart 
innocent and well aſſured, he reſolved, and had cer- 
tainly overlooked it, had the Conſequence been leſs 
affecting; for in the ſucceeding Week ſo it was, 
that by his Means the Author was pointed out at a 
public Viſitation, as a Perſon of ſuſpected Ortho- 
doxy, and unfit to aſſiſt his Brethren upon ſuch Oc- 
caſions. Then was his Attention rouſed, and in- 
ſtantly applying to the Curate of the Pariſh, whoſe 
Turn he had taken, to be certified of what he had 
heard, from that modeſt and ſenſible Gentleman, 
then in Company with Dr. Hynne at the Library, 
he received this, only vague, Account, © That 
< what he had heard, in the Manner then repeat- 


* ed, had in Truth been intimated, but in a gene- 


«© ral way, without naming any one; and that had 
| 66 1 
it 


eres 


> a Dn 


— ora — ö 


———U— 7 macs 


Ld py 
by Drag : Arms « * 5 
„ „ ann TT. — —— MF 


— — — — 
. 1 
4 * Ce — — 
0 - — 4 2 =" 3 = 
O_o 
— — 


— 


—— — 2 


— 
— w Wag > © 
— : 


— —ů— 
I hd 
wo 
7 


— 


— 


—— 


— — — —— 
7 o 


— * ä 
— — — — 
r — — 
. 
— 8 p 4 
2 


— 


. 
Ds. 332 3 . 


— 


E 


— — % * 
— 8 
— — 1 


—— 


—_— — 
| . —— 


3 1 
88 INN. Side 
Sg 


xiv Preface to the Reader. 
“it not been for certain Interrogatories from By- 
e ſtanders, in his Conſtruction, it would have paſſed 
as intended for ſome others; for as he had been 
% very attentive to the Diſcourſe, and could not re- 
collect that there was any thing in it that could be 
© reaſonably objected to, he was exceedingly ſurpri- 
«© zed, when he found the Author was the Perſon 
{© pointed at.“ | 


Putting the two Accounts together, the Author 
now could hardly be at a Loſs to know from what 
Quiver the Arrow was ſhot; and accordingly, by 
Letter in Terms of Civility, applied to the Gentle- 
man, deſiring to be informed of the Reafons of his 
Diſlike, that by his ſuperior Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding, he might be taught to correct whatever 
was amiſs. In return he had only a verbal Meſſage 
to this Effect, That be was then hurried, but would 
fend an Anſwer. Five Days had paſſed when he 
ſent again a Card with his Compliments to the ſame 
Purpoſe He was not at home. No Notice was 
taken of it On Monday the 16th ult. his Grace 
the Archbiſhop coming to Town, he waited upon 
him, in Company with Sir Philip Hoby, and the Rev. 
Mr. Cobb, when his Grace frankly owned, that 
Complaint had been made to him by that 
what he had ſaid in his Charge to his Clergy, tho 
only in general Terms, and in the ordinary way, 
without naming any one, was. grounded on that 
Complaint; but had not underſtood, and was ſur- 
prized to hear, that it was the identical Sermon he 
had ſeen before. The Author then expoſtulating 
with his Grace upon the Injury done him, and what 
was proper and neceſſary in his Vindication, was 
told, the Gentlemen preſent concurring, that the ea- 
ſieſt and ſureſt way, was by printing the Diſcourſe. 
In this diſagreeable Alternative, he reſolved, firſt to 
repeat his Eflay, to bring the Gentleman, if poſſible, 


to 
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to an Eclarciſement, and avoid what he has already 
owned he reluctantly ſubmits to; to which receivi 
the following ſhort, and in his Opinion too flighting 
and contemptuous Reply, That he had not yet had 
Time to conſider it, to give a proper Anſwer, till the 
Hurry of the Courts was over, and that if ſaying that 
was not ſatisfactory, I had his full Conſent to follow 
my own Iuclinations. The Friends he conſulted upon 
this Occaſion were generally in Opinion, that he 
would certainly be wanting to himſelf, and might 
ſuffer by deferring; and now ſo it is. 


Well: But is this in Fact the ſame Diſcourſe ? 
Anſ. Not exactly in the ſecond Delivery what it was in 
the firſt. P. 34. there is a Paragraph couched in a Pa- 
rentheſis which was added intirely before the ſecond, 
after the Archbiſhop had ſeen it; and ſince that an- 
other Paragraph, p. 43. mark'd thus , intirely 

altered, for a Reaſon that will ſtrike every Reader from 
the Senſe of it; neither of them interfere with the 
Doctrine; in Shape, Colour, or Degree do not alter 
the Senſe, ſo require no Apology; for every thing 
beſides, he pledges his Veracity, Honour, every 
thing dear to him, that it is in Subſtance and Form 
the exact Same it was when delivered. 
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Judge then, Reader, of the Merits of the Caſe; 
ſpare the acknowledged Imperfections; criticiſe with 
what Severity you will upon the Matter. In the firſt 
Inſtance, from the bad Succeſs of two ſuch Diſpu- 
tants as Locke and Stilling fleet, he thought himſelf 

| warranted to diſcourage a uſeleſs Curioſity in Points 
not clearly revealed; In the ſecond, by the Sanc- 
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tion of the Archbiſhop's Approbation. In the firſt 1 
Malice and Ignorance had both a Share in the In- 3 
dictment; in the laſt, though he hath the Pleaſure * 
of knowing that Men of Senſe and Learning were 9 
preſent, who were attentive, pleaſed, and ſpoke 4 
| better ji 

| | 
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better of it than perhaps it deſerved : he is ſtill diſ- 
ſed to hope there was neither. But when it is 
conſidered, how the Characters of Clergymen are af- 
fected by ſuch Imputations ; that the Wounds they 
give are deeper, more laſting, more ſenſibly felt, 
and leſs within the Power of Remedy, than any other 
that can be given; that Folly, Phrenzy, Immorali- 
ty, in all the Shapes and Degrees it can be practiſed, 
are comparatively Trifles light as Air ; that thou- 
ſands have ſunk under the Weight of this Calumny 
without a Capability of emerging ; and by the Man- 
ner in which the Accuſation was laid, the Cenſure 
and Inhibition paſſed, it looks as intended, that the 
Author ſhould feel its intire Weight, without any Op- 
portunity of knowing whence it came, or any Means 
of Juſtification, the Reader he-conceives will be in 
Opinion, that he complains with Reaſon, as yet with 
Modeſty, and hath a Right to redreſs. 


If he hath dwelled too long on the Subject, his 
Situation in the World, the Manner in which it 
might have affected him, muſt make his Apology; 
and, relying on the Reader's Indulgence, he is 
tempted to protract the Page, from a Senſe he hath, 
that a Spirit of this Kind hath been long working 
againſt him; whence the following ſhort Account of 
its Riſe and Progreſs may not be impertinent. 


In the Year 1735 he was called to preach at an 
annual Viſitation, when he happened to ſlide a little 
out of the vulgar Tract, in defending the common 
_ Privileges of Chriſtianity ; ſome high-flying Brethren 
were offended, and by railing put him under the Ne- 
ceſſity of printing that Diſcourſe : * The Patron he 
Choſe was it ſeems as bad as the Diſcourſe, but by it 


* It is till to be fold at Meſſrs. Ewing's in Damesſtreet. 
he 
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he got what he hath, and he remembers it with 
Gratitude to the Memory (he may ſay now En- 
vy is dead) of that honeſt and good Man. 


In 1743, the Day after he commenced D. D. 
he was called' to preach at the Cathedral Church of 
St. Patrick's, Dublin, upon the: Day in the Lat. 
Church, called Dies Cinerum And ever ſince (if the 
Reader will excuſe the Pun) Incedit per Ignes ſuppo- 
tos Cineri Doloſo, ſome profound Adepts in Ca- 
tholic Conſtitutions, without Capacity to apprehend 
the true Drift and Deſign of his Diſcourſe, were ſad, 
ly alarmed at an Attack, as they poor Souls imagi- 
ned, upon the Diſcipline of the Church, ſo to unload 
their Conſciences, animas ſuas liberare, away they 
went directly from their Stalls to the Arch- Bi- 
ſhop. "11 9 


The Publication of it would hive ſerved to the 
Eviction of their Ignorance, perhaps, for it was well 
digeſted, helped his Credit as a Preacher; (in which 
way he owns he has gone in Search of Fame) but his 
Friends, the late and preſent Primates, whoſe Hands 
it went thro', ſet him, he believes, rectus in Curia, 
and he troubled himfelf no more with their Non- 
jenſe : In ſhort, from that Inftance, it came into his 
Head, what hath happened ſince, confirms the Suſ- 

icion, that he poor Man, inconſiderable as he is, 
th in his Attainments and Preferments, has this 
inexcuſable Fault, that he is a better Proteſtant, than 
ſome People wiſh, or would have him: That he 
chuſes to let out Religion, not in the modern mere- 
tricious Attire of Papal Catholiciſm, nor in the 
clumſy and ſlovenly Apparel of the G2meva Apol- 
tle; but in the old Apoſtolic Dreſs, as a Rea/onable 
Service: Et hinc illæ Lacryme, for he has none other 
way of accounting for the Abuſe ſometimes pointed 


at him, 
Theſe 
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Theſe two, with this now in Controverſy, are the 
only Things which have laid a Foundation for the 
injurious Charge; for as to Matters abſtruſe, meta- 
phyſical and meerly fpeculative, he hath always 
kept clear of them, and by the Grace of God, is de- 
termined ſo to do; well knowing with how little 
Certainty and leſs Satisfaction they are always han- 
dled; content if his own Faith be right, without 
hammering into the Heads of others, what few have 
Capacity to comprehend, and much fewer to ex- 
Pein. | 


And here he would beg leave modeſtly to recom- 
mend his Example to ſome others; from the Infor- 
mation and Aſſurance he hath, that the Way they 
are taking, will anſwer no End of Chriſtianity ; the 
Point they are labouring, is too intricate to be ever 
ſufficiently explained. They may unſettle by it the 
Faith of real Believers, without drawing in ſuch as 
are not; and may diſpoſe Men to revert to Popery, 
who had the good Luck to be born Proteſtants. 
Decidit in Scyllam, qui vult vitare charibdim. In hand- 
ling of it, they will hardly be able to keep clear of 
the culpable Extremes. Let them look back to the 
Controverſy between Dr. Sherlock and Dr. South, on 
the TriniTY ; in the Opinion of the beſt Judges, 
both meaned to defend the Catholic Doctrine ; yet 
alas! in explaining it, one ran into the extreme of 
Tritheiſm, and the other of Sabellianiſm. They 
charged it upon another, grew angry, ſcolded, and 
the Controverſy ended not, till the Diſputants tir'd, 
and out of Breath, ſat down, juſt where they ſet out 
and began. | | 


He adviſes therefore our grave and pious Hutchin- 
fomans, to moderate their Zeal, and to correct at 


leaſt, that very wicked, uncharitable, unchriſtian Diſ- 
| poſition, 
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poſition, which prompts them to ſend every Man, 
who differs with them without Bail or Mainpriſe to 
the DeviL : as indiſpoſed as themſelves to bring into 
Queſtion, any eſtabliſned Truth of Chriſtianity, he 
has the Courage to tell them above Board roundly 
and fairly, that what they want to prove, in the Way 
they explain it is impoſſible, that their Scheme is at 
beſt but the old abſurd long exploded Scheme of the 
Patripaſſians or Sabelliaus, and that their Method of 
Proof is not only incompetent but abſurd, that he 
will go with them to their polluted Fountain; to be 
able to aſſert this, he hath turned over the whole 
Dunghil of J. H. without the good Fortune of 
Aſop's Cock, of finding one Jewel; but from 
thence hath been able to ſcrape and put together ſuch 
a Bundle of noiſome, ſtinking Weeds, of uncharita - 
ble, unintelligible, abſurd and blaſphemous Non- 
ſenſe, as is not to be met with any where elſe (not 
Exbortis Epicuri) as will more than preponderate, 
and lay the Odour of that Scent which ſtruck their 
olfactory Nerves from the fine variegated Nolegay 
preſented to them by Mr. Advocate Forbes. | 


That the Author can never give up, but is reſol- 
ved at all Events, to defend the Authority of the 
New Teſtament, as the only unerring Teſt of all 
Theological Truth. That the Proofs of Chriſt's 
Divinity muſt be drawn thence ; and that to ſet it 
aſide at once, deſtroys his Character, and ſinks his 
Authority. That in the plauſible admired Diſcourſe 
of Dr. Patten, there is not a ſingle Criticiſm upon 
one Word of the original Text, in which he is not 
miſtaken, nor one of his Deductions, but what is 
groundleſs and falſe; and that if he hath gained any 


Advantage by an injudicious Attack Þ, it is eaſily re- 
G4 trieved : 


® See his Letter to a Biſhop—a Writer of whom the Author in 
the main hath a good Opinion. 
See Dr. Heathcote, Rem. &c. 
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trieved: That tho' his ſervile Copyers from the Pul- 
pit and out of it, deride and make a Jeſt of moral 
Virtue, and have taught Ladies affectedly to Liſp 
out, hang Virtue what is it good for, he is reſolved, 

and thinks he is able to make out, that it is ſtill ok 
excellent uſe in Society, and that the Praiſe and Ex- 
cellence of Faith, is to inforce, to raiſe and to im- 
prove it. In ſhort, that under proper Encourage- 
ment, he might be the Inſtrument of overſetting their 
whole Scheme, and to lay it floundering in the Mud 
and Dirt, out of which it was drawn and wrought 


up. 


Thus he thinks he hath ſufficiently vindicated, and 
he truſts, acquitted himſelf; the unprejudiced he 
preſumes will be ſatisfied in the Account now given, 
and he both calls and looks to have ſome amends 
for the Injury either done or intended; if the Pub- 
lic can forgive his treſpaſſing upon their Patience ſo 
long, he will not put it to Trial again ; if Envy and 
ill Nature ſhould ſtill purſue him, he will paſs 1t over 
with Contempt, and lay, Fe ſuis bien aiſe, queelle ſe 
Groſſiſe, et pi ens plaifir @ faire une mon-joye de Pitrres, 
que L Envie majetttes, ſans me faire mal.“ 


FE Balxac Lettres Chorjees, 


Preface to the Reader. xxi 


P. S. After the foregoing Sheets were wrought 
and ſent to the Preſs, in Anſwer to one of the 
10th. of May, the Author receiv'd the fol- 

. lowing Letter. | 


RE VD. SIR, 


1 Am ſorry J have not had Leiſure to anſwer your's 
1 in Relation to your Sermon on the Reſurrection 
fooner, I thought the Sermon an ingenious Diſcourſe, 
but did not like your manner of explaining the Body 
that is to be raiſed, I thought you made it no Body af 
all, but ſomething quite different from what we 
mean by Corporeal, ſomething that we cannot, in 


this World have any Notion of: This I thought con- 


trary to the common received Opinion, in a Point 
that ſeemed to me material; and I thought it incum- 
bent on me to mention it to the Arch-Biſhop. If I 
be wrong, it is my Misfortune, and not my Fault; I 
am ſorry you ſhould be the firſt to lay me under, 
what I thought a Neceſſity of fo diſagreeable an Of- 
fice; and I moſt heartily wiſh it may be the laſt, 


I believe there are few Men more tender of the 
Characters of Clergymen than I am. I remember 
on my coming out of Church, I told two or three of 
your Hearers who firſt mentioned their Diſlike to 
me, that I was of their Opinion. But I cannot re- 
collect, that I have fince mentioned any thing about 
it, to any Perſon, except the Arch-Biſhop, and a 
Clergyman, with whom I conſulted, and two or three 
others who firſt ſpoke of it to me. 


You hint at Party Diſputes, and an old paltry 
Squabble between you and me, that I have not 
thought of with any Degree of Reſentment theſe 
many Years ; Paſſions of that Kind have but 1 
are 
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Share in my Conſtitution. I don't know that I bear 
ill Will to any Man. T N 


Many People think 8 on abſtruſe Points of 
Controverſy to ordinary Congregations, rather hurt- 
ful than uſeful, and I muſt confeſs I have been al- 
ways of that Opinion: Surely, upon ſerious Reflec- 
tion, you cannot but think, that ſince your preach- 
ing in this Way gives Offence (ſuppoſe only to weak 
Brethren) it would at leaſt be prudent in you to quit 
it, and confine yourſelf to practical Subjects, that 
admit of no Diſpute : If this be your Reſolution, 
and you notify it to the Arch-Biſhop, or io me, I am 
confident it will have a good Effect. I ſhould be ve- 
ry ſorry to ſee any Man who has Abilities and Incli- 
nation to make himſelf a uſeful Preacher, excluded 
from the Pulpits of this Town. 


J am, Revd. STR, 
Your moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 
Arex. Me. Av lar, 


There is one Thing I forgot to 
mention, I hope you won't 
give yourſelf the Trouble of a 
Reply to this Letter. I have 
neither Time nor Inclination 
to enter into Diſputes about 
Religion, 


Ship-Rreet, goth May 1757). 


The 
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The Reader has now before him a new Subject 


for Reflection and Criticiſm ; but the Author deter- 


mined to end, as he began, with good Temper, will 
content himſelf with two Remarks, 1. That it is un- 
deniably plam that the Gentleman had miſapprehen- 
ded both the Senſe and the Deſign of the Author's 
Diſcourſe, with St. Paul's Alluſion upon his Thoughts 
and his Words before him, 1 Cor. xv. 36, 37, 38. he 
muſt have had a very weak Underſtanding, or very 
perverſe Will, to have incurred the Miſtake here 
charged upon him. 2. That had the Caſe even been, 
as the Gentleman apprehends, he can hardly be ex- 
cuſed for the Method he took to correct it. If there 
was no I1|-will in it, there was no Kindneſs, at belt it 
was very inconſiderate; becauſe, had not ſome 
Friends ſeaſonably intimated what had happened, it 
might have defeated in one Reſpect all the Labours of 
his Life, and hurt his Family in a way never to be 
repaired; for a Man who deſerves to be excluded 
from the Pulpits of this Town, deſerves, he owns 
ſomething worſe : But the Gentleman has it in his 
Power to make Amends, and if his Conftitution be 
ſuch as he deſcribes it, will certainly do it; that he 
may be under no Temptation to do otherwiſe, the 
Author forbears ſaying many Things that are now 
upon his Thoughts. | 


JuNE 1, 1757. 
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EAST E RD AV, 1755; 
And 1757. 


COR XV. 35. 


But ſome Man will ſay, How are the Dead raiſed ? 
and with what Bodies do they come? 


T I is not clear from the Manner in which 
the Apoſtle hath introduced and cenſu- 
red this Queſtion, whether it proceed- 
ed from mere Curioſity in the Inquirer, 
or from down-right poſitive Unbelief. 
If from Curioſity only, the Cenſure, tho ſevere is 
nevertheleſs juſt; becauſe Queſtions that are really 
D | uſeleſs, 
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uſeleſs, are certainly fooliſh ; and where the Reſolu- 
tion of them, would neither make Men wiſer or bet- 
ter, they deſerve ſome Reprehenſion for troubling 
themſelves or others about them: But if it proceed- 
ed of Unbelief, as there is ſome Ground to ſuppoſe, 
it even fo deſerved ſome Cenſure : Becauſe it was 
eaſy to obſerve ſomewhat analagous in the Courſe of 
Nature, which conſidered, might have hindered the 
Objector from concluding, that a Body once dead 
could not poſſibly revive or riſe again. Thou Foo 
that which Thou ſoweſt is not quickned except it 
die. 


The Word, ago,, is literally expreſſive of one, 
who thinks or judges amiſs; and hath no ſuch diſ- 
agreeable Harſhneſs as is implied in the Eng/ih Word 
Fool, by which we render it here for want of a bet- 
ter. 


The Senſe is this: Your Objection to the Chriſ- 
tian Doctrine, ſhews Want or Weakneſs of Judg- 
ment: For what you think proves the Impoſſibility 
of a Reſurrection, is in Reality a preparatory Step 
to it: For unleſs the Body firſt die, it could not rife 
again ; which you may conclude from the common 
Courſe of Nature, in all its Changes and Producti- 
ons. 


But whatever was the Ground © the Objection, 
whether it proceeded of Curioſity or Unbclief, the 
Apoſtle's View ſeems plainly to have been to diſcou- 
rage and put a Stop to all ſuch Inquiries ; for after all 
he hath ſaid about it, he hath left us abſolutely in 
the dark, and the Suhject covered up in impenetra- 
ble Myſtery : So he calls it, ver. 51. Behold I ſbeu 
Zeu a Myſtery, i. e. ſomething either improper for 
us to know, or which we have not Faculties to com- 
prehend. In the New Teſtament, the Word My{- 

tery 


* 
tery hath this ordinary Senſe: Either it marks out 
ſome Truth heretofore hidden and myſterious, but 
now laid open and revealed. : Or ſomething, which 
tho' explicable to human Reaſon, and the Object of 
Intellect, is yet unrevealed, and reſerved for future 
and more convenient Diſcovery. . 


Among the Secrets of this latter Sort, is, that 
we are now treating of, how the Dead are raiſed, and 
with what Bodies they come? and I doubt not but 
there may be Curioſity enough, even in this Audience, 
to get me Attention, if I ſhould go about to explain 
it: But I am forbid. For as the Undertaking might 
rather do you hurt, than any Service, ſo J am and 
always ſhall be content to make the Extent of Re- 
velation, the Limit of my own Inquiries, at leaſt in 
this Place. To proceed whilſt I have that to inlighten 
and lead me; and there to ſtop, as ſoon as it goes 
out and leaves me; for tbe Secret Things belong 
zo God, Thoſe only that are revealed to us and to our 
Children. | 


However to keep to my Text, and to indulge, as 
far as 1 innocently may, that Curioſity, which 1 
doubt not the bare reading of it hath raiſed, I ſhall 
in what follows, Firſt, make ſome Obſervations on 
the Nature of the Queſtion here propoſed, in the 
View principally of expoſing the Folly of all At- 
tempts, to explain the ſecret Things of God, what 
the inſpired Writings have not explained, but have 
for Reaſons only known to the Divine Omniſcient, 
and over-ruling Mind, reſerved as Myſteries to be 
unfolded in a State to come. And (2.) ſhew you that 
the Hopes neceſſarily ariſing in the Breaſt of every 
Chriſtian, from a full and firm Perſuaſion of the 
Truth and Certainty of the General Doctrine of 
the Reſurrection, are ſuch as tend both to the Fel- 
city and Perfection of their Beings. | 
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In a Congregation of Believers I muſt ſuppoſe, 
that there can be no Occaſion, for inſiſting upon the 
Proofs of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, or the Poſſi- 


| bility of our own : The (1.) reſts upon the Credibi- 
lity of the Goſpel Hiſtory : The latter upon the Al- 


mighty Power attributed to God, as neceſſary at 
firſt in our Creation, as it will be at laſt in our Re- 
ſurrection: There can be to him, no more Difficul- 
ty in raiſing a Dead Body, than in communicating 
to it at firſt, a Power of Living: In ſtrict Account, 
the Acts are both the ſame, and require the ſame 
Power, to collect and put together the Materials; 
and then according to that noble and beautiful Ex- 
preſſion in the Book of Gengis, To breath into it the 
Breath of Life. 


Whatever then is to be the Manner of the Reſur- 
rection, in what way the Divine Power may operate, 
and in what ever way the Materials may be recollec- 
ted and reunited, howſoever, when brought together, 
our Bodies ſhall be organiſed and improved, in order 
to be glorified, in whatever Speciality their Sameneſs 
will conſiſt; we have no poſitive Information, nor are 
we under any Neceſlity of ſuppoling, that they are 
to be preciſely and exactly the Identical Bodies in all 
Reſpects, that Lived and Died here, to conſiſt of 
the ſame individual and numerical Particles. 


This ſeems not to come into any Idea of Same- 


-neſs, that we either can or are obliged to form; it 


is a Subtlety not eaſily comprehended ; and where- 
of, if the Scriptures ſpeak not the contrary, they 
are undoubtedly ſilent about: No Intimation can I 
find of any ſuch Doctrine there, nor are the Argu- 
ments alledged in Proof of it, by any Means con- 


cluſive. 
What 
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What is moſt plauſibly urged in Proof of it, is 
this: That to make Retribution in Judgment juſt, 
it is neceſſary, that the ſame Bodies which bear ſo 
large a Share in the Sin and Virtue of our Actions, 
ſhould bear their Share alſo in the Rewards or Puniſh- 
ments of them, and be happy or miſerable in Pro- 
portion as they have contributed to either: This it 
is ſaid is equitable, and what is equitable, God will 
certainly do in this and in every other Caſe. 


The ſame ſay I, he undoubtedly will. And yet 
by reaſoning from the fame Attribute, the contrary 
perhaps ſhould rather be inferred : for beſides, that 
it ſeems to meaſure the Equity of God's Proceedings 
by the ſcanty Line of our own Knowledge and No- 
tions, 1t gives to Matter a Capacity which 1t neither 
hath, nor can have, but by Derivation, and in Uni- 
on with the Soul : For in the Acts of Sin and Vir- 
tue, our Bodies are not Agents, but Inſtruments in- 
tirely paſſive, material Organs that deſerve neither 
Praiſe nor Blame: In Strictneſs, the Hand, v. g. that 
commits Murder, no more deſerves Puniſhment, 
than the Poynard it graſped. So that to give this 
Argument any Weight, we muſt, you ſee, neceſla- 
rily conelude, that the whole Man is juſt what 
we handle, or ſee and no more: That there 
is no immaterial Principle within, and that Co- 
gitation, Intelligence, Sc. * reſult only from 
certain Combinations and Modifications of Mat- 
ter. This Argument therefore, though it may 
ſerve to ſupport our Belief of the General Doctrine 
of the Reſurrection, and no farther it ought to have 


been carried, will yet be inſufficient to W 
is 


„An Abſurdity to which Mr. LockE was at laſt driven, 
and very aukwardly maintained. 


* 
this Nicety of Explication: What it proves (and 
all that the good Chriſtian wants to have proved) is 
only this, that to make a full and clear Account 
with Sin and Virtue, and to pay off the Ballance on 
both Sides, there is a Neceſſity for reuniting the 
Soul to Bodies of the ſame, or ſuch ſimilar Materials, 
ſo organiſed and ſo diſpoſed as to fit them for the 
Actions and Operations of the ſame ſpiritual and 
im material Principle which actuated them here, be- 
fore their Separation by Death. And this I think 
will infer a Sameneſs or Identity in the Form and 
Conſtruction of the Body, but not in the Number 
or Quantity of the Conſtituent Particles. 


We all ſee, that in Proportion as our Bodies are 
pure, ſound and unadulterate, the Acts and Operati- 
ons of the Soul are free, facile, and vigorous; the 
Additions they receive from luxurious Habits ; ; the 
Filth and Corruption they inhale and gather in from 
a thonſand contingent unvaoidable Accidents in 
Life, like ſo many Clogs and Weights incumber, op- 

Preſs, and bear her down, rendering her Operati- 
ons, not only difficult, but uneaſy and painful : It 
would ſeem therefore impoſſible, at leaſt unaccount- 

' ahle, that any of that unwieldy, adventitious Maſs, 

which fo diſtracts, ſtupifies and deadens the Soul 
here, ſhould re-enter the Compoſition and be re- 
united to it hereafter ; if it might be convenient for 
the Puniſhment of the Vicious, it cannot for the Bea- 
tification of the Juſt ; their Bodies we may reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe, will ariſe purged and purified from. all 
foul and impure Mixtures, and in whatever Reſpect 
they are to be the ſame, to bring with them, perhaps 
no more than the Original Stamina, uncorrupted and 
ſound ; which in the Opinion of ſome grounded on 
the Apoſtle's Alluſion, may be the Seeds of Revi- 
viſcence, to evolve when the Divine Trumpet hall 


Hund and quicken the Spring. | 
The 
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KNaiſed a Spiritual Boch. | 


TW 1 


The Holy Scriptures are ſo far from intimä- 


ting any Nicety of Explication in this Matter, that 
they explicitly reject them, and if they determine 


at all, ſeem to me to affirm, that the Reſurrection 


Bodies (at leaſt of the Juſt) will be greatly altered 
and diverſified in their Condition, "CHEE and 
Form. 


St. Paul will be owned to have gone farther in 
opening the Myſtery than any other: And he, me- 
thinks, is clear and expreſs as to this, He tells you, that 
I. is ſown n Corruption, Raiſed in Incorruplion. 
Sown in Diſhonour, Raiſed in Glory,—--Sown in Weak- 
neſs, Raiſed in Power. gown a Natural Body, 


It may be worth while, to examine theſe Expreſ: 
ſions ingly, and weigh their Significance. 319 


It is raiſed in Incorruption : According to tba w 
Change in the very conſtituent elementary Parts, 
may ſeem neceſſary, for tho' Almighty Power can 
make all Sorts of Veſſels, for the Furniture of both 


heavenly and earthly Manſions, yet it cannot make 


a Thing to be what it is not: Bodies therefore con-. 
ſiſting of corruptible Parts, muſt be till liable to 
Corruption, ſince the contrary implies a Contradic- 
tion : Almighty Power may indeed preſerve any 
Thing from Corruption, to what period of Durati- 
on it pleaſeth ; this is true: But this neither ſolves 
the Difficulty nor comes up to the Apoſtle's Deſeripti- 
on: For corruptible and incorruptible, are incom- 
patible Qualities, impoſſible to coincide in the: ſame 


Subject: Whatever hath one Property muſt want 


the 12251 and e en will 1 be diffe- 
rent. | | 


Again, 
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Again, It is ſown in Diſbonour, raiſed in Glory 


The determinate Senſe of the Expreſſion is hard to 


fix. There is no ſaying what was the preciſe Idea of 
the Speaker, but that an Alteration of ſome kind is 


implied, we may reaſonably prefume : In the Epiſ- 


tle to the Phil:ppians, the ſame Apoſtle tells you, 
that Chriſt ſhall change our vile Body, that it may be 
like unto his Glorious Body : From which nothing 
more is aſcertain'd, than that whatever the Nature of 


his glorified Body 1s, our Bodies to be like that, muſt 


Pg 


be changed, and faſhioned anew. 


The Example of St. Stephen, whoſe Face by the 
Force alone of an innocent well aſſured Heart, ap- 
peared as it had been the Face of an Angel. 


The Example of Maſes, who underwent an Effect 
of a ſimilar Nature, by converſing with God upon 
the Mount ; nor laſtly, the Example of our Saviour, 
whoſe Face at his Configuration, ſhined like the Sun, 
tho' they are propoſed to help our Conceptions, have 
nothing in them to lead us to any Knowledge of the 
Thing in Queſtion : All that they argue, all that 
can be inferred from them is, that the Bodies of 
Men when beatified, will be glorious in compari- 
ſon of what they are now, but in what that Glory is 
to conſiſt, they neither define, nor ſay. 


Again, It is ſown in Weakneſs, it is raiſed in 
Power. If by Weakneſs is meaned as may be, Fee- 
bleneſs, Suhjection to Diſeaſe, Sc. Then by Pow- 
er may be underſtood, Strength, Vigour, and Ac- 
tivity : Of theſe we have Ideas ſufficiently clear: 
And this might be ſuperinduced by a Renovation of 
the old Materials, without Exchange, or any Ad- 
dition of new ones; but then there will ſtill be a 
Difficulty to reconcile it, with what is aſſerted in the 
next, | 8 | | 
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I is ſowna natural Boch, it is raiſed a ſpirttilal By- 
dy : For natural and ſpiritual, are Ideas totally and 
eſſentially different : Of the Nature or Operations 
of a pure Spirit, we can form no Idea at all : There 
is nothing without or about us, that can help us to 
it, and tho from what we feel within, we are 
led to infer, that we have ſome diſtin& and ſuperior 
Principle to Matter, yet we cannot certainly ſay wha! 
it is, where it begins, how it operates, or in what it 
will end : We can define or explain it only by Nega- 
tives, we can ſay with Certainty, what it is not, but 
never with any Certainty, what it is: So the Glory 
of the Celeſtial is one, and the Glory of the Tereſtri- 
al another But what Celeſtial or Spiritual Glory 
is, we have neither Eyes to ſee, nor Thoughts to 
conceive : . And where the Glory is ſo exceeding, that 
ye cannot look at it, nor into it, to the Proſpect of 
the human — it is the ſame as the thickeſt Dark- 
neſs; it is bounded and ſhut up by the one, as 
much as by the other. Do 


In ſhort, from the Antitheſis in each Particular, 
it is evident, that the Reſurrection Bodies, will be in 
many Reſpects, different from the preſent animal 
and fleſhly ones; and the Compilers of our Creeds 
have in this ſhewn a juſt Deference to the Authority 
of ſacred Writ, by expreſſing the Article in ſuch 
general Terms, as to give no Occaſion for any Curi- 
oſity in the Explication of the General Doctrine. 


In our Baptiſmal Creed, they have followed the 
old Greek and Latin Forms, where it is expreſſed by 
the Reſurrection of the Fleſh; by which the Anti- 
ents meaned to guard againſt an equivocal Evaſion of 
ſome early Corrupters of Chriſtian Doctrine, who 
began even in the Apoſtles Time, as Hymeneus and 
Philetus, to deny both the Certainty and the Ne- 
: 7 E ceſſity 


1 

ceſſity of a literal Reſurrection, ſaying the Reſurrec- 
tion was already paſt, meaning by Reſurrection in 
an allegorical Senſe, a Renovation at Baptiſm, a 
ſhaking off the Death of Ignorance, and riſing from 
the Grave of Sin and Corruption, and the old Man to 
the Life of God, thro' Chriſt. | 


But altho' the early Writers to guard againſt the 
Evaſions of Allegoriſts, uſed the Word Fleſh, rather 
than Body, as leſs equivocal, yet it 1s plain from 
their Writings, that they generally underſtood, that 
the Condition and Qualities of the Reſurrection Bo- 
dy, would be greatly changed and diverſif ed, fo 
compounded and formed, as to be hable to no De- 
cay, to require no Repairs by Food, nor any Inter- 
changes of Reſt or Refreſhment ; whence we reaſon- 
ably aſſume, that whatever they put into the Creed, 
they did not mean that the exact ſame Fleſh, Blood, 
Sinews and Bones, in the preciſe identical Num- 
ber, Quantity and Form, were to be raiſed and re- 
united. | | 


(And hence a very important Obſervation ſtrikes 
our Thoughts, that tho' here may be ſome Ground 
for Diverſity of Opinion, and the Diſplay of Inge- 
nuity, I ſee no Subject for Paſſion, nor any thing 
to call it out into Exerciſe ; becauſe I can ſee no- 
thing dangerous or terrifying in the Conſequence of 
either Opinion, they have neither any Tendency 
to hurt Religion, or Virtue ; therefore how to account 
for Mens being charged with Hereſy or ill Meaning, 
for the Affirmative on either is very difficult. A 
Man who was not a firm Believer of the general Doc- 
trine, would hardly trouble his Thoughts with an 
Inquiry of the Kind. The Manner therefore in 
which this Controverſy was manag'd and kept up 
ſome Years ago, muſt be attributed either to a fond 

Diſplay of the Controvertiſts Learning and Ingenuity 
| on 
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on one Side, or a Humour of dogmatiſing and impo- 
ling on the other: Two Things that have in Fact 
puzzled and perplexed moſt Articles of Chriſtian 
Doctrine, and have placed them often, in the Wri- 
tings, ſometimes in the Syſtems of Moderns, in a 
Light ſo very different from what they appear to all 
the ſober and candid, in the Scriptures themſelves.) 


Be this as it will, plain it is, that all that the 
Church intended to obviate, or avoid, on one hand, 
was the Doctrine of an allegorical Reſurrection, all 
that it intended to eſtabliſh, was the Faith of a Real 
and a Literal one, which 1s the Faith that we are 
to defend; and in which Faith we truſt you will 
ſtand faſt. 


For why ſhould it be thought a thing incredible, that 
God ſbould raiſe the Dead? 


A Modern Infidel, hath indeed told us,“ that 
** Experience is a ſtronger Argument againſt the Be- 
lief of it, than any Evidence of Teſtimony can 
© be for it.” In which if there is ſome Sophiſtry, 
there is no Truth or concluſive Certainty. For all that 
can be proved from Experience is, that no ſuch thing 
hath happened in our Days, or within our Know- 
ledge, but will not prove that the Thing is impoſſible 
with God, or that no ſuch Thing happened in 
Ages that are paſt. In Reſpect of God, that the 
Thing is poſſible, there is, there can be no Contro- 
verſy. And when it 1s affirmed, that at a certain 
Time, and upon a certain Occaſion, the Thing did 
happen; all that we have to do, is to examine the 
Authenticity of the Teſtimony, and the Weight of 
the Evidence. 


E 2 This 
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This! is to be tried in the ſame W that the 
Evidence, all hiſtorical Evidence of Facts is: If the 
Number of Witneſſes be competent ;—If they had 
ſufficient Means of Information ;—if they agree in 
their Teſtimony ;—if they had no Intereſt in impo- 
Ting, or deceiving ; and had all the concomitant 
requiſite Proofs of Sincerity, Honeſty and good Ca- 
pacity—their Teſtimony muſt be admitted, and our 
own ſcanty Experience will prove nothing againſt 3 it; 
except our Reaſon ſhould clearly aſſure us, that the 
Thing is altogether impoſlible, and fo incapable of 
Evidence. 


This Evidence, then the general Doctrine hath : 
The Witneſſes have been tried, by the ſevereſt Me- | 
thods of Scrutiny ; and upon Trial, have been fair- 
ly acquitted of giving falſe Evidence ; or of deſign- 
ing any Impoſture. This boaſted Argument there- 
fore from Experience, proves nothing againſt the 
general Doctrine: and it will beſides be equally ri- 
diculous to make any Difficulty in the Explication of 
the Myſtery, an Argument againſt it; for this let us 
hope with Humility, and wait with Reſignation, and 
future Experience will make more than amends for 
the Defects of paſt and preſent Experience. 


＋ . — N 
eee 


And foI proceed to the (2d) Thing propoſed : 
To ſhew, that the Hopes neceſſarily ariſing in the 
Breaſt of every Chriſtian, from the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of the general Doctrine are ſuch, as tend both 
to the Felicity and Perfection of our Beings. 


The Felicity of every Being, it will be readily 
granted, conſiſts in its Perfection; the more perfect 
any Being 1s, the happier in Proportion it mult be; 

for 
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for the very Reaſon, why God himſelf is perfectly hap- 
py, is becauſe he is conſummately perfect. 


Now as the Perfection of Man, like that of all 
other Animals, conſiſts in ſome Degree, in the 
Strength, Soundneſs and Vigour of all its Powers, 
It is proper to put you in mind, that the Perfection I 
mean, tho” this is always neceſſary to carry it for- 
ward, is of another Kind, and is to be eſtimated 
principally from their Improvements in moral Righ- 
teouſneſs, and the Advances they have ſeverally 
made, to preſerve and recover that Purity and Up- 
rightneſs in which they were made, and for which 
they were fitted. 


Admitting this: What is farther neceſſary, will be 
only to prove that this Hope, as a Principle, by a 
proper and regular Efficiency, leads every Man who 
is poſſeſſed of it, to aim at this Perfection; it both 
directs and influences, ſhews the Way and leads you 
forward, and if well grounded, firmly rooted and 
eſtabliſhed, can never fail of availing to its End. 


The Man who hath it, muſt feel it operating, and 
impelling, invigorating his Powers, puſhing him 
forward from one degree of Perfection to another; 
ſoliciting and perſuading him to copy out every Per- 
fection in his own Nature, which he admires and a- 
dores in the Divine; to purify himſelf, even as God 
is pure. For his Hope is, that he is to live with 
God, and to be for ever in his Preſence ; to live with 
him, whom without Holineſs he can never ſee, and to 
be ever in that Preſence where no unclean Thing 
can enter : And indeed, he who can believe, that 
he is to live again, without thinking often and ſeri- 
ouſly, what kind of Life he is to lead ; without ex- 
amining whether he hath the Habits and Diſpoſitions 
1 proper 
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11 3 
proper for ſuch a kind of Life; whether he is prepa- 
red to enter upon it, and qualified to enjoy it, is an 
odd and unaccountable Creature, ſo odd, that did 
we not daily ſee that there are ſuch Creatures, it 
would be unimaginable, that any ſuch could be. 


Men may avoid for a Time, thinking of ſuch 


Things, they have Arts which they are induſtrious 
both to ſeek, and to uſe, to evade and ſhift off ſuch 
Thoughts; from the Apprehenſion, that at preſent 
them would diſturb their Repoſe and ſour their Joy: 
But ſuch I muſt tell, that as long as they think thus, 
they have yet to learn what true Happineſs 1s, and 
know as little of themſelves as they do of God and 
another World. | 


Admit J may, and I will, that they who are moſt 

happy here, have the beſt Chance for being happy 
hereafter: Nay, that I do not ſee how it is poſſible 
any Man can be happy in another World, who is 
truly unhappy in this; and by ſaying fo, I hope, ra- 
ther to recover Sinners from their Deluſion, than to 
confirm them in it ; for Happineſs duly eſtimated, 
conliſts neither in the Abundance we poſſeſs, accord- 
ing to the Opinion of the Miſer, nor in the inordi- 
nate Uſe of it, according to the Opinion of the Vo- 
luptuary ; but in the regular Exerciſe and Diſci- 
pline of his Paſſions, their Equibility, Evenneſs, 


Smoothneſs, and eaſy Subſervience to the Dictates of 


Reaſon, good Senſe, and good Nature: And every 
Man will find, whether he will make the Experiment 
or not, that the ſame Temper, the ſame Habits, the 
ſame Qualities and Diſpoſitions, which render him 
happy, or unhappy here, will make him the ſame 
for ever, to whatever State he may be removed, till 
theſe are altered and corrected. 


We 
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We are too much uſed to think otherwiſe, but think 
as we will, that Man is beſt qualified for the Societ 

of Argels and Spirits already beatified, who feels a 
joytul Content and bliſsful Satisfaction in the Socie- 


ty of Men : And who I pray are theſe? they only 


who watch carefully their Paſſions ; who keep them 
equable and regular; attending upon their proper 
Objects; forwarding their Ends; and promoting 
their Intereſts; and fo making conſtant and great Im- 
3 in Virtue, in Piety, and in Righteouſ- 
nels. | 


To this wicked Men are abſolute Strangers, averſe 
and reluctant : Envious, peeviſh and malicious Minds 
feel none of that Bliſs, which ſuch Culture produces. 
The ſame Sourneſs and Moroſeneſs, which makes 


People unhappy in themſelves now, and uneaſy to 


others, would make them incapable of Bliſs, even in 
Heaven, were they to be tranſlated thither. 


The Worm that never dies, unleſs mortified and 
killed here, would gnaw and tear them even there, 
the Fire that never conſumes, would burn them up, 
and make every Place a Hell to them. 


And this may convince ſome Religioniſts of the 


Folly and Abſurdity of thoſe Notions that turn Reli- 


gion into Gloomineſs, Sourneſs, and Melancholy; for 
true Religion conſiſts as much in Chearfulneſs and 
good Nature, as 1n any thing elſe : And if they have 


not loſt it already, the Perſons are certainly in Dan- 


ger of loſing it altogether, the Moment they begin to 
be ſullen and ſour. | 


If Almighty God had decreed to make Souls hap- 


py, Without their Choice and againſt their Conſent ; 
| A if 
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1 
if his Mercy ſhould ſometimes interpoſe to ſtop the 


Iſſues of Juſtice ; he could not do it, it could not 


be, without altering and changing the Diſpoſitions 
of their Souls, ſo as to fit them for new Habits, their 
Faculties alſo, to new Operations and Offices, 5 


they muſt be made anew, and undergo a ſecond 


Creation; without this, the preſent Habits of Sin 
and Vice, Affections, much and long depraved, Luſts 
unmortified, and Paſſions highly raiſed and inflamed, 
would defelt his Intentions; infinite Wiſdom could 


not contrive to make them happy. 


Say, we mould admit, that Men might purſue 


Happineſs here in the Ways of Virtue, without the 


Expectation of any Thing to ſucceed in a World to 


come, that even deprived of theſe Hopes, they might 


deſire and ſtudy to be virtuous from the Motives of 
Eaſe, Profit, and Convenience, in the Experience of 
the W orld, bad as it is, numerous, perhaps ſufficient 
Encouragements may be found : Yet even this Man 
ſeemingly you may think in a fair and good Eſtate, 
wants ſomething to make him perfect: Could ſuch a 
Man work up his Soul to the Conviction, that his Hap- 
pineſs here, whatever it is, will be ſurely ſucceeded 
by a high Increaſe of it hereafter; that the Sweetneſs 
of Temper, Compoſure of Mind, the Regularity in 
the Ebb and Flow of his Paſſions, the Things that 
do, and only can render his preſent State bliſsful, 
will hereafter be raiſed and improved ; and that what 
is here but tranſient and ſhort, frequently interrup- 
ted and ſtrongly abated, will be there endleſs, unin- 
termitting and unallayed, his Deſires, you will al- 
low, would be greatly raiſed, his Progreſs towards 


Perfection mightily quickned. 


However 
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However good and virtuous he might be, or you 
may ſuppoſe him, he would propoſe ſtill higher Degrees 
to himſelf, more inlarged Views, and more compre- 
henſive Schemes, and would never think he was 
virtuous and good enough, whilſt it was poſſible. he 
might be better.. | 


He would not content himſelf with negative Virtue 
or negative Happineſs, in abſtaining merely from 
Evil, in being out of the Way, or the Reach of it; 
in a ſolitary Repoſe, a retired Eaſe and Contentment. 
(The dry inſipid Pleaſure of the Materialiſt, the far- 
theſt that Creatures who have no Hopes of an end- 
leſs Being, can be ſuppoſed to go) the Fountain of 
his Heart would dilate and flow farther and wider ; 
not. confined within the narrow. Circle of ſelfiſh 
Views, its benign Influences would extend and reach 
to others: To forward their Bliſs alſo, by diftribu- 
ting to every Neceſlity of their Nature and Circum- 
ſtances, eaſing all their Cares, and then only rejoi- 
cing in his own Beatitude, when he had been the 


Inſtrument of bringing the whole Race of intelligent 


Creatures, as far as his Power could extend, to be 
happy in themſelves, and happy to one another. 


This chen, my Brethren, is the true Chriſtian 
Plan ; ſuch is the Perfection which the Goſpel points 


out and recommends, and the beſt, perhaps the only 


Reaſon that can be given, why ſo few of thoſe who 


.call themſelves Chriſtians (fewer yet of thoſe who en- 


oy moſt of the means) ever aim at it, or endeavour 


i. is this, that their Bodies are the Priſons of their 


Souls, ſhut up in that dark Receſs ; their Thoughts 
are perpetually faſtned on earthly Things: It is good 
for them they think to be here, and they look no far- 
ther : Did they encourage them to fly abroad, to 


foar into the Regions of Light and Bliſs, to think of- 
F ten 
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ten and ſeriouſly of the Things of another World; 
of what may reaſonably be preſumed, as probably to 
happen in a State to come: They would quickly ſee, 
how unqualified they are for the Enjoyment of it; 
the Neceſlity there is for altering and correcting their 
Diſpoſitions and changing their Habits ; (to pur off 
the old Man, to be renewed in Chriſt) and this Con- 
viction would ſoon work its Effect in the wanted Re- 
formation, ; 365 fore | 7 


The Reaſon of this is founded in our very Nature: 
he that is temperate in all Things, who lives ſober- 
iy and endures patiently to obtain a corruptible 
Crown, will certainly do more, when an incorrupti- 
ble is added as the Prize of his Calling: If the earneſt 
Eupeltation of the Creature waiteth for the Manifeſta= 
tion of the Sons of God; nothing will be able 
that I can ſee to ſeparate it, from the Love of Chriſt ; 
from that Love which ſheds Bliſs upon the* Enjoy- 
ments of this Life, and at the ſame Time that it 
prepares for the Enjoyment of another, gives a Fore- 
taſte” and Reliſh of them, a juſtifiable Contempt 
of all that we leave behind, and an Eagerneſs to 
-preſs forward, and to ſnatch the Prize. 


This Expectation is what the Apoſtle to the He- 
brews, calls the trong Conſolation anweer ris Yoxns, the 
Hope (literally the Anchor) of the Soul, both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt. Let us meditate upon it,and we ſhall find that 
no Conſolation can be ſtronger, no State of Life ſo 

-uncomfortable, which it will not compoſe and ſoften; 
even the bittereſt Cup of Affliction, it will in ſome 

degree ſweeten, . e 


Are we poor and thence contemptible ? diſeaſed 
and thence loathing? deformed and thence ſlighted, 


Ox 


*The Greet was omitted in ſpeaking. 
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or abhorred ? what a Conſolation muſt it be to us to 
conſider, that we are paſſing to a State, where all 


Tears will be wiped from our Eyes, and all Anguiſh 


from our Hearts, and neither Sorrow or Pain will 


Power ; when all that are 


longer affect us; where we ſhall lay aſide our Rags, 
be cleanſed of our Filth, and put off our Deforrnity, 
and riſe in Beauty, Pomp, Splendor and Glory, equal 
to the beſt and greateſt of thoſe, who now deſpiſe 
us. | 


ls our Charity miſtaken, our Virtue miſrated, or 
our good Name traduced ? our Conſolation is this, 
that a Time is coming, when Hypocriſy will reign 
no longer, when its foul Maſk will be ſtripped of; 
Malice will not be able to blacken, Ignorance to miſ- 
repreſent us, nor Treachery to hurt us. When the Ge- 
nerous can no longer be impoſed upon, nor the Good- 


natu ed deceived, or perverted ; when Truth will 


be openly aſſerted, and the very Temptations to 
hide, or pervert it, will all be removed ; and none 
but upright and diſcerning Spirits will be armed with 

el iſh, Senſual and Deviliſn, 
will be abaſhed, confounded, and ſeek to hide them- 
ſelves; and the truly Righteous, who taught it in 
their Diſcourſe, enforced it by their Authority, and 
recommended it by their Practice, ſhall ſhine like 
Stars in the Firmament, like the Sun in the King- 
dom of their Father. | 


For we ſhall all be changed, and ſo it muſt be to 
make us fit Inhabitants of thoſe holy Manſions ; our 
Bodies, though now feeble and weak, ſhall there be 


vigorous and ſtrong, Tho' now animal and corrup- 


tible, ſubject to many noiſome Effects and tending 
every Day towards Diſſolution, ſhall there be Spiritu- 
al and Immortal, without Groſſneſs or Incumbrance, 
without Pain or Paſſibility; without Alteration or 
Decay : This is the frong Conſolation, the Hope that 

£5 "WM 


Ts {et before us. The very Hope, by which Chriſt 
himſelf endured the Pain, deſpiſed 8 Croſs, and 
thence was highly exalted, to fit down at the "Re 


2 5 on the Throne of God. 


nder him bee. leuft ye be W 4 
faint in your Minds; reſiſt manfully ſtriving againſt 
Sin, that no Root of Bitterneſs ſpring up to trouble 
you, whereby ye may be defiled ; but having this 
Hope, purify yourſelves, even as he was pure. Thus 
following him in the Example of his Holineſs, we 
may follow him alſo to Glory; the Reverſion is cer- 
tain, and the Poſſeſſion, which one MomenT may 
put the ſoundeſt and healthieſt of us alli into, and * 


ever Joyous and tweet. 


I conclude chereftre with wiſhing, that 15 . 
believe a Reſurrection to Judgment and Life, t 
Belief may have its proper Effect, in railing us from: 
Sin to a Life, of Righteouſneſs, that when wWe do 
riſe, it may be to our own and God's Eternal Gary, 


crough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. a 


